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thousand dollars a year, and in that hardy and
poor community he could not hope to earn more.
To a man with such great and productive tal-
ents, and with a growing family, a larger field
had become an absolute necessity. In June, 1816,
therefore, Mr. Webster removed from Portsmouth
to Boston. That he gained by the change is ap-
parent from the fact that the first year after his
removal his professional income did not fall short
of twenty thousand dollars. The first suggestion
of the possibilities of wealth offered to his abili-
ties in a suitable field came from his going to
Washington. There, in the winter of 1813 and
1814, he was admitted to the bar of the Supreme
Court of the United States, before which he tried
two or three cases, and this opened the vista of a
professional career, which he felt would give him
verge and room enough, as well as fit remunera-
tion. From this beginning the Supreme Court
practice, which soon led to the removal to Boston,
rapidly increased, until, in the last session of his
term, it occupied most of his time. This with-
drawal from the duties of Congress, however, was
not due to a sacrifice of his time to his profes-
sional engagements, but to the depression caused
by his first great grief, which must have rendered
the noise and dust cf debate most distasteful to
him. Mr. and Mrs. Webster had arrived in
Washington for this last session, in December,
1816, and were recalled to Boston by the illness